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the lack of initiative on the part of the
Clinton administration to make these
planes as safe as they can be is only
the tip of the iceberg, but the Repub-
licans are going to fix these aircraft.
We are going to be making these Har-
riers as safe as they can possibly be,
and we will be funding upgrades to the
F–14’s to make them as safe as they
can be.

I am happy to yield to my friend.
Mr. DORNAN. I flew the Harrier for

the fourth time last August 8. Out-
standing pilots down at Cherry Point
and also at Yuma. It is a unique air-
craft. It has stolen the show at every
air show for over 21⁄2 decades. But it is
a difficult airplane to fly. And I will
join in this fight, and I can guarantee
you we will prevail.

I did not know an F–14 crashed today.
Where did that happen?

Mr. HUNTER. That happened on the
East Coast, I think at Oceana.

Mr. DORNAN. Right. Well, we will do
the best we can.

Mr. HUNTER. That was an F–14B
model crashed today.

Mr. DORNAN. Right. If we were in Is-
rael, there would be no question that
their first line of defense would get
what they needed to be safe.
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ADVANCES BROUGHT ABOUT BY
REPUBLICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
METCALF). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. MICA] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, when I came
to Congress 3 years ago, I was really
appalled, like many other Americans,
to find out that Congress really did not
have to live under the laws that they
imposed on everyone else.

I remember, when I ordered signs for
my district office, I attempted to com-
ply with the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act. Then I came back to Wash-
ington and was shocked to find out
that in Washington, they did not com-
ply with the ADA Act, and they did not
comply with the rest of the rules and
regulations.

It was ironic, shortly thereafter, that
I had visiting constituents from my
district and around the country who
were visually impaired. I really was
embarrassed to see those folks try to
find their way around this place, this
maze, without any proper, even com-
mon courtesy identification for those
with a disability.

I wrote on February 26, 1993, to the
Democrat committee chairman who
was in charge of the House oversight at
that time. Mr. Speaker, I include that
letter for the RECORD.

The letter referred to is as follows:
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 26, 1993.

Hon. CHARLIE ROSE,
Chairman, Committee on House Administration,

The Capitol, Washington, DC.
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE ROSE: My recent ex-

perience in ordering signage for my district

offices in Central Florida has prompted me
to ask why the House of Representatives
should not comply with a simple and nec-
essary provision of the Americans with Dis-
ability Act with regard to use of braille for
blind and visually impaired people.

After laborious efforts to get local district
office signs approved by the committee on
House Administration, the sign company in-
formed me that ADA regulations also re-
quired that the suite numbers be in braille.
After inquiring with committee staff as to
why this was not addressed in the Congres-
sional Handbook, I was informed that the
House was exempt from the regulation. I did,
however, request the addition of braille to
my signs.

It was ironic in that the same week this
happened, representatives for the blind and
visually impaired around the country were
visiting their Members of Congress and no
Member suites in the House Office Buildings
are equipped with braille signs.

I would like to request that House rules
add braille directional signs located in the
interior of local district offices and in the
House offices buildings. I urge that consider-
ation be given to this much needed service to
our visually impaired citizens.

Sincerely,
JOHN L. MICA,

Member of Congress.

Rather than reading the whole letter
that I wrote to the chairman of the
Committee on House Oversight, I will
summarize it. I told him our experi-
ence, that here we are, a Congress tell-
ing people to comply with the laws,
and I just had these folks with visual
infirmities and disabilities in the hall-
ways, trying to find their way around
the Capitol. Why could we not at least
give them the courtesy of labeling our
offices in compliance with ADA? I
never got a reply. I brought it up
again, and I asked and begged.

The American people made some
changes here then. On the first day of
the 104th Congress we passed, remem-
ber, the Congressional Accountability
Act. That said that every Member of
Congress and Congress must comply
with the laws they impose on everyone
else. Most people do not know that
that is now the law. Sometimes around
here there are great battles and little
victories.

I am here tonight to tell you about
one little victory. Here is the little vic-
tory. Going up around the Capitol
Building and in my office, and I am so
proud of this little improvement, little
victory, are these signs. They are
placed in compliance with ADA. If you
are visually impaired, you can even
find out whose office you are in. This is
a small success, but we said when we
took control of this Congress we were
going to make some changes. We were
going to make Congress obey these
laws. This is one little victory that I
am so proud of.

Not only did we do that, but how
thrilled I was today to also find an-
other sign which was going up. Heaven
forbid we should have maps that should
help those visually impaired to find
their way around the maze of the Cap-
itol Building, but we have these, and
actually your can put your hands
across these, and those visually im-

paired and who read Braille, they can
find their way around this maze.

So Republicans said they would make
changes, and they are making changes.
I know this is not changing the world
as we know it; it is not changing every-
thing, our freshman program, but it is
a beginning.

There are some other things that
people probably do not know about
what we have done with the Congress
and the congressional budget. I want to
take a minute to thank, first of all, the
gentleman from California, BILL THOM-
AS, who is chairman of the Committee
on House Oversight, for his actions and
leadership on this issue and other is-
sues.

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans said
they would cut the cost of operating
this Congress, the legislative branch,
and they did. We cut a quarter of a bil-
lion, $250 million, out of our budget.
That is done.

Republicans said they would cut con-
gressional staff, and we reduced the
staff on the Hill somewhere in the
neighborhood of 2,000 positions. I
chaired the Civil Service Subcommit-
tee, which was three subcommittees
before. It had 54 staffers. We operate it
with 7. We said we were going to make
changes. We did make those changes.
Republicans said they would privatize
capital operations, and we did.
f

EARTH DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from New Jer-
sey [Mr. PALLONE] is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, my pur-
pose tonight is to talk about Earth Day
and the lessons of Earth Day and what
it means for us now in 1996. I think
many of our constituents know that
Earth Day is 26 years old now. It will
take place this year on April 22, and
the first Earth Day was in April 1970.

The reason we are concerned and the
reason that several Democrats are here
tonight to talk about Earth Day is be-
cause we are very concerned that this
Congress, under the Republican leader-
ship of the gentleman from Georgia,
NEWT GINGRICH, has essentially tried to
roll back the bipartisan effort that has
been made in the House of Representa-
tives, in the Senate, by Presidents of
both parties over the last 25 years to
try to improve our laws and our en-
forcement with regard to environ-
mental protection.

In the last 14 or 15 months or so that
we have been here in this Congress, we
have seen day after day, week after
week, efforts by Speaker GINGRICH and
the Republican leadership to weaken
the laws that have been on the books,
and to provide less funding for enforce-
ment and investigation against pollut-
ers who are violating those laws.

Before I go on, though, I will yield to
the gentlewoman from Florida [Mrs.
MEEK] who would also like to address
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